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The Creative Commons and Copyright Free Resources 
 
What is Copyright?  
 
Copyright is a type of law that protects any work that people create. It protects work from being copied, 
changed, distributed, displayed, and used without permission. Copyright laws protect works such as 
written work, photos, videos, music, and art.  
 
Think of it this way: If it is against the law to walk into a store and steal a picture off the wall, then it is 
also against the law to use someone else's work without their permission.  
 
Things to Remember:  

 Works are automatically protected by copyright. Just because a website does not include the 
copyright symbol, does not mean that it is copyright free.  

 Any original work that you create is automatically protected by copyright law.  
 Even if someone posts an item online and provides a reference for where they got it, they may not 

have asked for permission to do so. Therefore, you must always check to see where they got the 
item from! If you are not sure, use something else.  

 You can always ask permission from the creator to use their work. Feel free to email them.  
 

What's the Big Deal?  
 
What are the consequences of copyright infringement? Will you be arrested? Probably not. Will you be 
fined? It could happen but the chances are slim. Will you receive a mark of ZERO and a letter of 
academic misconduct in school or post-secondary studies? YES. This will make it difficult to continue 
your studies or get a job.  
 
…So, What CAN I Use?   
 
Here's the deal: You want to create a great project and you do not have the time or software to create 
your own background music or photographs. There are many sites out there that offer these works for 
free! We will use them in your upcoming project(s). 
 

Creative Commons Licenses 
  
Creative commons resources are those that you can share and use. There is a growing movement online 
where people create works and have the power to decide what others can and cannot do with it. When 
someone creates something, he/she can decide: 

 if other people can use it  
 how other people can use it  
 if other people can change it  
 if other people can use it to create something for profit  
 how other people must give credit for their work  
 if other people need to ask permission, pay money, or do other things before they use it  
 ...and any other conditions that they would like  
 

An Introduction to the Creative Commons  
 
The Creative Commons is a very interesting place. You can think about becoming both a creator as well 
as a consumer of other people's work. Check out the following videos about the CC. As you watch the 
videos, think about the difference between the traditional idea of copyright and the Creative Commons.  

 Basic introduction http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BESbnMJg9M to the CC  
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 The ideas and people behind the CC 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DKm96Ftfko&feature=related  

 Now go to the Flikr Creative Commons site and read the definitions of the attributions 
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/ (the symbols) on the right hand side of the page. See if 
you can understand what each of the symbols stands for.  

 

Creative Commons and Copyright Free Images  
 

 Fliker CC http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/   
 NOAA – wildlife and underwater photos http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/  
 Stock Xchg photos http://www.sxc.hu/index.phtml  
 Nations Illustrated – photos of various places http://www.nationsillustrated.com/  
 Photol.com – photos of objects http://www.photl.com/en/  
 Free Photos – a variety of images http://freephotos.com/  
 Image After - http://imageafter.com/  
 Pics4Learning – well organized images http://www.pics4learning.com/  
 Images of Canada http://www.imagescanada.ca/index-e.html  

 

Creative Commons and Copyright Free Sound Effects and Music 
 

 Derek Audette - features short instrumental music pieces 
http://derekaudette.ottawaarts.com/music2.php  

 Jonathan Coulton – features some free and some non-free music 
http://www.jonathancoulton.com/store/downloads/  

 Freeplay music - has many different types of music http://www.freeplaymusic.com/search/  
 Free Loops - includes many sound effects as well as music http://free-loops.com/  
 PacDV - includes many sound effects (scroll down to the bottom of the site) 

http://www.pacdv.com/sounds/index.html  
 Soungle - searches the web for free sound effects www.soungle.com  

 

Citing Sources  
 
Whenever you use someone else's work, you must give that person credit, even if their work is from a 
Creative Commons site. Here are the steps for citing sources:  
 

1. Go through the site and find information about whether you can use work from it. The links are 
usually in the corners or at the bottom of the site. They could be called "Terms of Use", 
"Copyright", or something similar.  

2. If you cannot find any information about copyright then do not use the site or email the creator to 
ask for permission.  

3. If you are able to find the information, check to see whether the creator of the work has specified 
how he/she would like to be credited. If they do, then follow their instructions.  

4. If the creator did not specify how they would like to be credited then use an appropriate format to 
cite your sources. You may use one of the following tools to help you: 

a. The format that your teacher prefers. 
b. Noodle Tools to credit your work. http://www.noodletools.com/login.php  

 


