
Meaning in Poetry and Song: an interactive project 
using SMART Board technology 

 
  
Your task is to create an interactive interpretation of a piece of poetry or a song.  
This is a collaborative project, so you can work with a partner.  Be sure that the poem or 
song you select has a number of examples of figurative language and is interesting 
enough, thematically, to sustain the project.  You must have your source poem or song 
approved before you start working on it. 
 
Consider the mood of the poem when you select any visuals, definition or explanations.  
Try to make this as informative as possible.  Ask yourself if your peers will learn 
something from your piece. 
 
Your poems’ interpretations must utilize at least five DIFFERENT interactive Smart 
Board tools. 
 
Your completed assignment must be thematically consistent.  Choose imagery that 
does not mix metaphors.  A mixed metaphor is one that leaps from one identification to 
a second identification inconsistent with the first.  Example: “If we can hit that bull’s-eye 
then the rest of the dominoes will fall like a house of cards.  Checkmate.”  (Quotation 
from Futurama TV show character Zapp Bannigan) 
 
You must cite the sources, on a separate page, of anything that is not your original 
writing, visual, or idea.  Your images must come from sources that are not copyright 
protected.  There will be information provided that you must comply with in regard to 
sources and citations. 
 
There are plenty of images available on Creative Commons and Copyright Free sites in 
D2L. These are a great option for your project. However, no matter where you get 
your images from, you MUST include them on a References slide at the end of your 
presentation. Use BibMe (http://www.bibme.org/) or another appropriate reference 
format to reference your sources. (For images: In BibMe, choose “Other” and then 
“Photograph”.) 
 
You are also required to hand in a completed SPICE Analysis of your poem or song.  
One per group is sufficient; this must be handed in by the end of class on Tuesday 
December 7, 2010. 
 
You must name your file in the following manner: your last names_the name of the 
poem.notebook 
 
The assignment must be completed by Tuesday December 14, 2010, and posted in 
D2L, by the end of the day.  Smart Board software is not commonly available on home 
computers so you must complete your work in the lab time provided unless you can 
successfully download a trial version.  No extensions will be granted for this 
assignment. 
 



We are relying on technology in order to complete the task assigned.  In the past some 
issues have arisen that have created extra challenges for those working on this type of 
project.  At times the program will not save to individual “H” drives.  Therefore it is 
necessary for each of you to bring a USB drive onto which you can save your files.  
YES, I mean each group member must have a copy of the most recent file so 
there are no excuses if one person is away. 
  
 
Process 
 

1. Decide upon ONE poem or song lyric that you like, connects to you personally, 
has figurative language, and that you can “figure out” and explain. 

 
2. Prepare a three to five minute SMART Board presentation using SMART 

Notebook 10 for the class that includes the following: 
a. A title of the poem large enough to see from the back of the classroom 
b. Name of the poet or song writer 
c. The poem or song lyric (choose part(s) of the song if it is very long) 

 
3. Your SMART Board presentation will include a SPICE response and analysis of 

your poem or song lyric. Use appropriate and creative interactive SMART 
Notebook functions that make use of images, sounds, or media in your SPICE 
Presentation to fulfill the expectations in the rubric.  This does not need to be 
completed in a linear way.  In other words you do not need to complete the 
responses in order. 

 
Pay attention to the examples and concepts explained in class regarding how to 
use SMART Notebook to communicate your ideas professionally and creatively. 
Ask yourself the following questions: how can I make use of the technology to 
communicate my idea; what makes this different from a Power Point presentation 
and how can I make this as creative as possible, while still communicating the 
necessary information? 
 

4. You will also complete and hand in a written self-assessment of this project. 
 

 
 

DUE DATE: ___________________________ 



Name(s): ________________________________ Date: ________________ 
 

Spice Response and Analysis of Poetry SMART Board Project  
 

 Expectation 
S Summarize – briefly describe the background and context of the poem. 

 
 Describe the speaker 
 Describe the context and setting 
 Who is the intended audience? 
 What is the purpose of the poem? 
 What is happening in the poem – beginning, middle, end 
 

P Personal Connections or Reactions – to detail(s), emotion(s) being expressed, 
character(s), or incident(s) in the poem. *Make sure to point out specific parts of the 
poem and tie them to your connections/reactions. 
 
Connections/reactions can be: 
 Personal: similar situation or event in your life 
 Emotional: emotion that you have felt 
 Intellectual: ideas / events that you agree or disagree with 
 Literary: similarity to other literature 
 Creative: your own poem on the same subject 
 How might the poet have intended the poem to affect the reader emotionally? 
 

I Interpret – a close look at 6-8 items (total) from the following list. You MUST select 6-8 
items from at LEAST 3 of the following categories: 
 
 Figurative language (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, irony, personification, etc.) 
 Sound devices (alliteration, onomatopoeia, etc.) 
 Rhyme scheme 
 Poem type – include background, what this type is usually used for, etc. 
 Vocabulary – select vocabulary that is challenging and important to our 

understanding of the poem 
 

C Comment – on the theme of the poem. 
 
 What is the poet expressing about human nature, behaviour, and/or experience in 

the world? 
 Think about the events in the poem—what message is the poet conveying? How do 

you feel about this message? Does it apply to your life? Explain why/why not. 
 

E Evaluate – the extent to which the purpose has been accomplished and/or value or 
importance of the subject being handled. 
 
 Your conclusion or judgement of the overall poem 
 Treat this as a conclusion to your presentation. How can you sum up all of the 

SPICE elements and end your presentation clearly for your classroom audience? 
What main points of your SPICE analysis should they take away?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


